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BRISTILE KILNS AND STACKS — RESTORATION 
Statement by Member for Belmont 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [12.50 pm]: The Bristile kilns in Ascot are a set of downdraft kilns, often 
referred to as beehive kilns. They are an important part of the history of Belmont and are recognised in the City 
of Belmont’s coat of arms. They are situated on Grandstand Road in Belmont, opposite Ascot Racecourse. 
Unfortunately, they are in poor structural condition. These particular kilns were built around 1929 and have been 
added to the state Register of Heritage Places on a permanent basis. The kilns and stacks are rapidly 
deteriorating; vandals are removing the glazed tiles and covering the buildings with graffiti. For many years the 
residents of Ascot and the City of Belmont have expressed their concerns about the state of the kilns and their 
stacks and the general poor appearance of the site. On various occasions, local residents have organised public 
meetings to discuss the future of the kilns and stacks. Concerns have been raised about the safety of the kilns and 
stacks and that the site, in its present state of disrepair, detracts from the surrounding areas of the Ascot 
Racecourse, Ascot Waters residential estate and Swan River. 

The restoration of the kilns and potential development of the site have been at an impasse for many years due to 
a number of difficulties in the contractual agreement between the Western Australian Planning Commission, 
which owns the land, and the developer, Ascot Fields Nominees. The site contains possibly the only whole set of 
beehive kilns and stacks left in the world. To celebrate the brickmaking industry of Belmont and to provide the 
promised services to the Belmont community, the site needs to have a development plan prepared and given to 
the community for input. Premier Colin Barnett and the Minister for Planning, John Day, showed a lot of interest 
when they came to look at the site. A decision on this site is also important due to its implications for the future 
development of the land. 
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